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T has been requeſted and thought fit, that the following 

1 Pages ſbould not go abroad, without * of Pre- 

A. fice or Incitement to better diſpoſea People, who obſerve 

the . e 5. from a filial Fear or Love of God; that, 
4 


in the ſame Chriſtian Spirit, which ſo obliges us to promate. | 
the Benefit of our Brethren, with no leſs * al than where 
Self is concerned, they would apply their beſt Endeavours, 
to recover and bring diſorderly Perſons, when the Induce- 
ments of Religion and gentle Admonitions cannot haue 
1 their Effect, to 4 Senſe of their Duty and moral Behaviour, 
as enforced by civil Sanitions, and according to the Methods 
which thoſe preſcribe. 1 8 | — 
Aud this cannot be looked on, 4s an hopeleſs Proceſs, 
which ſa often has well ſucceeded, and with the Contrition of 
the; Offenders /o obtained, has had. the. return of their 
Thanks far it; bat rather, tho even ſuch, to be Love 4d. 
wanced : ( other Means failing) beyond which. it has no 
Means farther for the awakening of Minds. under. the Les 
thargy of Sin, > of, or Proof againſt, the Terrors 
of another World; viz." td engage and try the laſt Experis. 
nent, where "tis ſo extorted from every good Man, on im- 
pudent Swearers, prophane Sabbat ii Breakers, Drunkards, 
and the lite. | | 
Aud indeed otherwiſe the beſt adviſed Laws, for the Ses 
2 of Religion, would be inſignificant, 4 miſ ſpent time 
of the Legiſlators, and no more. For the Magiſtrate has 
ving no lerger Views than other Men, if he be not acquainted® 
with Miſdemeanoars, how can ſuch pogibly have their repulſe, 
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be reſtrained? Muſt not then, in our preſent Degeneraey, 
Vice, having got ſo much ground, ſtill go on to all its Ex- 

2 3 a, ceſſes? A learned and wiſe Hea- 
1 12 r 238 ; ; 
1 N Lis inte ther will tell as, mhich may mote 

ites, Judices; Legum influence in the Caſe, that on the 

geniq; idcirco omnes Account of the common Advantage, 


ſervi ſumus, ut Liberi fo ſecured and redounding thence, 
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Abe Cicero ie eren one is bound 10 ſerve the Dt- 


gn and Intent of the Laws, And, 
| as thoſe Laws that are of hamane Appointment, in a right 
” Definition and Matter, are not differing from Divine, with 
it 1 to the Letter, only theſe enatted\over again, for 
| pheir farther Efficacy, with the Addition of Temporal Pu- 
= wiſpments on the Tran greſſors, tis plain Confequence, where 
 fuch an Agreement is, that thoſe Perſons, who will not ap- 
+ pear in Support” of the former (the Authority deritꝰd from 
God, ſo us d in its due regard to him) maſt be anfaerable 
Tt for ſuffering the other, thoſe of his own immediate Inftita- 
Tian, to be contemned and trampled upon alſo; befides the 
* Hegrevation of their want of Charity and due Concern for 
+ the Souls of 
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But it is good to be Nalouſiy affected alas in ; 
| 4 good thing, n 008 
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HESE Words immediately refer to the Apoſtle, 
the inſpired Author, or the holy Spirit's Amanu= 
enſis of this Epiſtle, conſidered with ſome falſe, 
Teachers, whom we may ſuppoſe either Jews born, 
"IP or formerly Proſelytes to that Religion, crept in, 
amoneſt theſe Galatians, inconhiſtently maintaining, That Cir- 
cumciſion, and certain other Legal Ceremonies, . muſt ſtil] be 
obſerved in the Profeſſion of, and together with, the Chriſtian, 3 
Faith and Doctrines; which he, the Apoſtle, calls perverting. 
the Goſpel, as writing to the Cormtbians on the ſame Occaſion, 
a corrupting its Simplicity, 2 Epiſt. 11. 4. which purely regards. 
the inward State or Habit of the Mind, Holineſs there; and 
ſtands diſcharged of thoſe burdenſom outward . Things, that 
only had their Account or Value, as they were ſubſervient to 
the promoting of that within, And ſo vehement is he, in his 
diſſwading from thoſe old Uſages, that he even anathematizes 
an Angel, if he ſhould preach them after his coming, whoſe but 
Types they were, and under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. Now, 
tho* theſe Galatians, being of this out Apoſtle's Converſion, 
He, as he ſpeaks (1 Epi/t. 4. 1 .) to thoſe Corinthians again, 
their Father, were at firſt exceedingly inamovr'd of him, 5 40 
towards him, receiv'd him as an Angel of God, even as Chr 
Jeſus himſelf, and would have parted with the deareſt Things 
they had, with their very Eyes, if poflible, and have gives 
them him; yet theſe Seducers ſo far prevailed upon them, by 
their fpecious Arguments, and leſſening his Authority, com- 
paratively to the other Apoſtles, as he had never ſeen our Sa- 
viour in the Fleſh; and by their inſinuating Carriage, pretend- 
ing ſach abundant Love for them, which is ſo inveigling, the 
more to engage theirs back again, and which too much had its 
Effect, that they had mainly drawn them off, firſt from thei 
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= Soſpcl-Liberty, as to ſuch external Rites, where the Heart 
is nor ſo concern'd, and then from him, But he tells them, 
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this is all Deluſion and Artifice, ſuch the Arguments, ſuch the 
Behaviour of thoſe Teachers, and that their /incere Affection to 


hum their Apoſtle, the Means and Inſtrument our Saviour uſed 


to bring them into a State of Salvation, if they renounc'd and 


rejedded id not; -this, as he ſo deſerved from them, was their 


bovunden and commendable Part, the good Thing they were 
to anſwer towards him, and that always in his Abſence, as 
well as when he was preſent with them. 


Now, altho' this be the Scope of the Text in its Cohe- 


rence, wbich 1 thought 1 was firſt to ſet forth; yet the Phraſe 


being compleat by ir ſelf, and vaiverſal, I queſtion not but it 
may be ſo sccepted for the Subject of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


For I cannot but own St. Auguſtine's Opinion, ſpeaking ſome- 


where to this Purpoſe, That every Senſe of Scripture, ac- 
cording to the common vſe of Words, where an entire Sen- 
tence is allow'd, without tranſpoſing or changing Periods to 
the depraving of the reſt, what preceeds or follows; every 


ſoch Senſe, importing a wholſom Leſſon or Doctrine, for the 


better and more pious Conduct of Life, and ſo accommodable 


to the whole Deſign of the Scriptures, may be reckog'd as con- 


and diAated by him, who diſceras Truth in a 


tzin'd therein. For this is the Preheminence of the Scriptur 

compar'd with other Books, ſuch a copious Treaſure is it of 
the deepeſt and moſt concerning Knowledge, as given forth 
| iu its Amplitude 
and Relations, that, as it carries almoſt every where a ſpiri- 
tual Meaning under the Letter, according to the Correſpon- 
dence of the two Worlds to one another, the Original and 
the Copy; ſo each of theſe Meanings may well be thought to 


de oſten in ſeveral reſpects, or in more than one; tho, what 
is moſt obvious, lying open to the meaneſt honeſt Uader- 


ſtanding, for whoſe Beneſit the Scriptures were eſpecially de- 
fgn'd, who will thankfully receive them as they are, who will 
have no Mind, who have no Inducement. to wreſt or pervert 
them, which is only the Refuge of an obſtinate Covi ſe of Sin, 


ide moſt obvious Meaning is never. to be rejected. Thus 


then a general Acceptation of- the Words of the Text, tho 
uſed and ſtanding in a particular Reference, may have the Au- 
thoiity of the holy Spirit nevertheleſs for it. 


Taking 
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and whence it derives and has its Vigour. e 
A2 qaiy, Set forth how ſtrenuouſiy it ads or exerts it ſelf on 
every Occaſion, but ſtill under thę Guidance of, and with Pru- 
dence, its Aſſociate: As, 25 war, 
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Taking then zealoy/ly affected on à proper and good Ground, 
for a right Zeal in the Abltraft, this (hail be my Subject, and 
on this, as enabled and aſſiſted by God's good Spirit, whois 

our true Light and Underſtanding, in whatever Meaſures he 
pleaſes to vouchſafe himſelf, I ſhall endeavour theſe Things, J 
Firſt, To explain and define a religious Zeal, what it is, 


340, The Succeſs it commonly has, and muſt have. A 52 
Aby, That this lyes as an Obligation on all, to he poſſeſs/d 
of or armed with, and ſo to be exerted, in their, fevgrgl 


' Spheres. 


 $thly, That this, as attained and practiſed, affords, and is 
the true Teſt to our ſelyes, as well as to others, of aur State 
and Progreſs ig Religion, whether leſs or mofſe. 

6thly, I fball add ſome farther Enforcements. to this Duty, 


with the Advantages. we have thereto. . 


And before I enter on theſe Particulars, to compretiend.the 
Text in every Part, let me ſet down briefly as a Preface, that 
the endeavouring the Reformation of Mankind, te recover 
them to their true Nature and Happineſi, the diſtinggiſhing 
Preheminence they ſtand in, and were created with, from 
their ſenſual and evil Covrſes, which deprive them of batb; 
and where they have ſo deviated, as the alone Foe ſuch 
their Recovery, bring them back and reſtore them to. a Go- 
ſpel-Converſation ; or if this cagnot be obtained, on habits 
tuated and harden'd Offenders thegaſelves, the putting an Obs» 


ſtacle in the way of Sin, and hindring its Infection and ſpread- 


ing on others, that this, I ſuppoſe, unconteſtedly, is a 
Thiag, to which we ſhauld be zealaplly affected, or that tig 
a proper Subject of our Zeal, and therefore, on ſo allowed a 
Principle, I ſhall not enlarge; the mentioning of it is ſufficis ? 
'ent, which nevertheleſs was requiſite too. n 
Frirſt, Theo to explain and define a religions Zeal, what it 
is, and whence it derives and has its Vigaur.— And this is @ 4 
camponnd Paſſion or Affection, af Lose, as now considered 
with Reference to its higheſt Obhect, God, and ladignagion, 
againſt any of bis reaſonable Creatures, that caſt off 
his Authority, the awful Reverence, ever the Tribute of che 
4 f A 2 holx 


PLS 


5 - 5 AY N 3 
: — **, 4 - ” — — — - 
4 <2 i $a . N | m * 8 - 
— » - > - : FX n va" L * % * 1 E © by Z 
5X 


— 4 
_— 


2 
wt ö Tr n 5 


— — 4 
oꝙmJ—ö— + GA ee” out. CG 
9 = 


- #4 ww 


no K £4 av wor w» 


— —— 4 ———— 


— — — — ns 
. = [2 0 . 
* : b 


a 
— > * 


- (1 
ag. 7 oY 
\ * 
32 - 2 ů — — 


« A _ Wer 
r 


* 


— — 
—— — — 
—— — 


—— 


82 
a ” OR” - 
* 10 2 


Holy Angels, the joſt Subjection that his Soverei gu being Chal- 


Aanges or Claims, that his Benefits and their moſt Indiſpen- 


*fable Gratitude, which ſhould ever run Parallel or be anſwer- 


able thereto, requires from them; when they even diſown his 


Divine Perfections, the Acknowledgment of which, to its being 
real and where it truly is, muſt be Practical, and engage our En- 


deavours to the reforming our natures after them, to tranſcribe 
them into the Temper and Habit of our Minds, and [ndignation 
a gainſt any of our Brethren, that are ſo guilty towards God 
that caſt off alldue regards to him, and thoughts of him, in a bold 


impious Libertine behaviour of any ſot t, and blaſpheme and diſ- 
diſhonour his moſt holy Name. A religious Zeal is this ſo con- 
ſiſting of Love and ladignation; So theſe both in its double ef- 
ſorts towards God and Man, and juſt alike prevailing and Strong, 
the one as the other, the one way and the other. The latter re- 
ceives its Strength from the former, and is ia the ſame Pra- 
poftion or Degree. If our Hearts be wholly fixed on God, 
our Love, Firſt in and thro' the Divine drawing, bat with 
lich we freely conforming, be fo carried forth and entire 
to bim, all other Deſires if not extinguiſhed, at lealt ſubjected 
and under this, then God aſſumes this our Love into his, and 
as ſo united brings it back with his, to the alone Object there- 
of, to himſelf in his Son, in whom all his delights are. 
And that this is a right ſtating and Account, that our Love of 
'God is ad ranced by this means, wiz, of our faithfulneſs to, or 
complyance with, his Firſt attrackings, and this our part diſ- 
charged aftet ſome manner, then even his anſwerably infuſed 
'thereinto, 1 think is expreſly told us by the Apoſtle concern- 
ing the Coloſſians, (Chap 1. 8) where with ſuch Exultation and 
Thankſgiving to God he makes mention of their Love in the 
Spirit, whereof he was acquainted from Epapbras. And again 
referring it generally to all Chriſtians, (Rom, 5. 5.) The Love 


ef God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the boly Ghoſt. And indeed 


if it were not fo, viz. God's gracious and mighty influencing, 


| the beginning, the end, as we are ſo ſunk into ſenſible things, 


we could never Love him at all, much leſs in due aſpir ings, 
and the meafure we ſhould. And this is the very Roe, ad to 


all and every vertue, which is only on our ſide an honeſt ad 
render or conforming of our Wills to or with the Gracet at | 


prevents us, and then chro* foch our free motion ſo. excited 
alſo, the Effect, the Performance of Grace too. As the ſted- 
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dy preſerving, of our Wills in ſuch conformity, fuch a right 
bent or dizeftion of our Liberty continued and maintained, 


ially as tranſplanted from the leg! Qeconomy into this of 4 
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is that which conſtitutes the vertuous Habit, Thus our Love? 
of God, when kindled by his and aſcending wich his, and fo 


becoming a jaſt Flame, or true Zeal, all its force and fer- 
vour muſt be from him; our Indignation then at any wicked 


Iaſtance, any direct Impeachmeat of him ia the Oeconomy of 
bis Grace, or the ways of his Providence; any denying him 


what he is, what he has declared himſelf to be, in his bighe(t 
perfections or myſterious nature; any daring Violation of his 


Laws he has given us, our {ndignation at all ſuch will be.{till * 
anſwering, his tremendous name and Honour duly viadicated, 
even in truth by himſelf actuating our Spirits and invigorating 
their native tendency. to him. N 5 
Let us now obſerve in the Second Place, when our Love of 
God has attained ſuch predominancy, or his Love is ſo re- 
ceived into ours, and operative in it, ſo both together, ſo be- 
come one, ſuch a true and feryent Zeal, how it will exert it- 
ſelf on every occaſion, and be ſure, where God is ſo. id the 
Inſtance, . with Prudence and with Temper, with Modera- 
tion, unleſs towards him, there we muit believe, if we un- 
happily waat the Experience, it flies up like as on Clyab's Fiery 
Chariot, more Swift and more Pure. In its double Proceſs 
as it / relates to God and Man, as it is a Love firſt reſpecting 


God, and then deſcending from him on his Image, it freely 
reprehends all abuſes of an infinite bounty and forbearance tos, 


for our bethinking ourſelyes, for our diſcerning, and ſo renoun- 
ing our foll ies, for our better Behaviour at laſt; every Treſpaſs 
it meets with, every Impudent Aﬀeont, more wicked or more 
Fooliſh, even of Omnipotence, hitherto ex preſsed in Goodneſs 
only; but which can and will put forthother Effects, where din 
remains vnſatisfy'd for, unrepented of, then it will be turned 
into fierce wrath, its Fire Love changed into that, its Buru- 
ing that; I ſay ſuch a Love of Zeal with regard to the honour 
of God, and the higheſt benefit, or Salvation of Men freely * 
reproves all Sin and Vice, and often even with Anger; for 
Anger, om this Account, is the product of, Love, as termi- 
nated on the Sin, and more becauſe of the Concein for the 
Perſon, but ſtill without violent loſults and Diſarder; ever 
with Gentleneſs, which is another off-spriag of Love, eſpe- 
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| "the Goſpel, and putting on its renewed Spirit or Femper. 
Thboſe fo traniported Inſtances of Old, which were certainly 


more than the laſtinct of natural Temper, Divine Im- 


| pulſes in the firſt Examples, wiz. Phineas, bu, as we find 
& "theſe both juſtify'd, tho? both expreſſed in Murder, by the 
= rewardsentailed upon them; but which were followed into fo - 


much fury and Confofion afrerwards; theſe, even on the ſcore 


-of the higheſt Impieties, are not to be admitted, if they 


could with regard to our Civil Conſtitution, where the occa- 
ion is ſo fully prevented, under our diſpenſation, nor even 
the inward emotion neither, which, beſides its contrariety to 
the Spirit we ſhonld be of, where *tis allowed to the concep- 
tion, will often force its Birth. Our Saviour has given ys 
another Pattern, as often ſtiled the Lamb of Hod, in his meek 
Diſpoſition, in his Behaviour informed thence, | 

To confider this his Pattern in our Preſent Particular only, 


te subject we are now opori, With what mildneſs do's fe 


always reprove, never turning his Inſtruftions at the ſame 


J | time into upbraiding, never aggravating the Guilr beyond 


the neceſſity of what was to remove it,-viz. Repentance, 
where he ſaw a Preparedneſs towards that. Indeed he urged 
his Reprehenfions very ſeverely on the Phariſees, with anger as 
tis faid, (Mark 3. 5.) giving their outſide Piety and Forma- 
Hey, it's deſerved ſtile, and for the Envy, the Venom they 
Harbonred within, often calling them Vipers, as far another 
& ill an fomate ſeparate from Innocency, Herod a Fox. So 
may Men Brutalize their noble Image, and change their Na- 


irre into chat of Beaſts, what will become of them dying ſuch, 


we leave to God, however we may obſerve as to our Saviour, 


: 7 Love ever had the aſcendency in all this. We read indeed of 
one Tranſporr of his, and ſpecial Manifeſtation of his Divinity 


too, when with a Scourge of ſmall Cords he drove forth of the 
Temple, ſuch a multitude, as we cannot but ſuppoſe, upon 
the occaffon of their reſort there, of Prophaners of it; bat 
we who cannot look into the Hearts muſt not pretend to imt- 
tate our Saviour in the firft kinds, ſo as to paſs an abſolute 


! 


Fl | eenfure of the inward State of any, of the greateſt offenders; 
and the other Inſtance muſt be left to his Deity, to Purge his 


51 nnd Spirits of Men from all Prophaneneſs, a | 
voain Conteſts, all Envy and Strife, bequeattäng and blefling 


Temple; not only materially ſpeaking, 72 rey the wok f 
8, 4 Hypocr iy, a 
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them. Not perhaps, ſuch may poſſibly the Caſe be without 
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them with his Peace and Love, when he pleafes, and may he- 
ſoon repeat the Miracle. What we are to Learn from him, 
and to practiſe on theſe Accounts, is the manner and method 
of theſe Reprehenſions, ſo tinctured with Love, ſo Procee- 
ding thence, ſo Gentle, ſo Compaſſionate, that anſwering; 
his Character in the Prophet, (Ia. 11. 41.) we: refrote w 
Equity, ſo as that may have the moſt avail by ſoft ln{nua- 
tion to promote and engage Converſion and Amendment. 
that what is ſo much our bounden Duty, where we obſerve: 


our Brethrea to offend in any Reſpect, we ever admoniſh- 


ſome effort of Paſſion neither; but beſure to afford the Evi- 
dence withal, that the Paſſion is the genuine reſult of Love, 
of that Spring and Cauſality. "IH 
And this way is the likelieſt to impreſs upon them, or ra- 
ther to ſiak into them, while they ſtand ſo ſedate, and work: 
firſt a ſenſe of their Follies in them; and then, what one 
wonld think ſhould rftionally follow a purpoſe of forſaking, 
them, and commencing a new tenor of Life, Whereas if we 
purſue them with inſulting Terms tho' never ſo Juſt, or 
with too much Heat, we only put them upon an obſtinate 
Defence of what they would otherwiſe fairly Yield, and ſtir 
up and raiſe an ill Spirit between us, with which we ſhall 
both be equally ated, and inſtead of reſcuing them, become 
captivated in the Evil our ſelves, We read, and which wel 
1 
the Devil about the Body of Moſes, durſt not bring againſt bim 4 
ratling Accuſation, What ſhould be the Reaſon of this? The 
Devil beſure deſerved the worſt that could be ſaid of him, 
whatever it was he muſt ſtand Guilty, his Malice could nor 
be expreſſed too high or in terms exceeding ir, that even 
Michael could not do; and beſides, be was the chief of the 


 Angelical Thrones, and far more Potent than the other. 


But his might was in God, and in Communion with him; he 
owed all to this, thro' his Humility he was ſo great, and he 
ſtood in the Meekneſs and Serene Peace. If the Devil could 
have removed him thence, interrupted that Habit, and drawn 
him into any undue Tranſport, he Would then have had the 
Conqueſt ; even the higheſt Prince Alicharl would have been 
brought down into the Element where the Devil has the 
Rule, and who would then have been the Stronger, This 
yi od | 


— * +. — 


2 LI. 
I produce to enforce the cantion of Preſerving our ſelves 
while we admoniſh and reprove others. | 
: | : Let us no in the Third Place ſee the Succeſs this may pro- 
n bably have; viz. when a pure right Zeal, a fervour enkindled 
7 from the Love of God, fo burning up towards him, ſo brea- 
#7 kiog forth into Indignation agaiuſt any thing that offends him, 
or is repugnant: to him. When this exerts it ſelf in Admo- 
nitions or Reproofs of any of our Brethren, any way re- 
#; prieving them, and ſtopping their haſtned Conrſe to ruin, 
while done alſo in Demonſtration of Love to ſuch our Bre- 
thren, and with Meekneſs, what Svcceſs it may probably 
have. And 'tis very obvious to inferr on ſeveral Accounts, 
generally ſpeaking, how prevailing this muſt be. For if we 
4; conſider humane Nature, even notwithſtanding its preſent De- 
=; pravity and Proneneſs to comply with its worſe Parts, how 
' pliable it is to proper Advices, - when gently treated, when 
aaddreſs'd under an appearance or ſemblance of Love, the 
incompliance and obſt inacy that ſeams ſo much in it, being 
moſtly owing to the rude Attacques upon it, to the Frauds 
it meets with more than what is implied in its Conſtitution, 
or which that even now is. Again, that the Faculties of our 
Minds, have ſtil] the Predominancy in ſome Meaſure, and 
give their Verdict at leaſt againſt the ſhameful Purſuit of our 
fenſual Appetites, and can countermand the outward Act; 
This we may obſerve whether where Penalty or Shame in- 
tervenes, And again that few have quite ſinned away Grace, 
and become wholly impenetrable to its Workings, ſo 
that this is repulſed back to its Fountain, or leſt it ſhould 
be farther prophaned, or impiety more aggravated by the 
Reſiſtance, with the anſwerable Puniſhment. treaſured up, 
withdrawn from them, 1 hope but few ſach. Seeing then 
Mankind for the moſt ſtand thus, our brotherly Correptions 
may not ſeem deſperate, when rightly applied, and out 
Zeal, what this is, our Love of God and of them in its due 
2p Fervour; with the farther Incitement from our hatred. of 
Sin, our Zeal: may not ſo often be defeated, or without the 
PH happy Event. Solomon tells us, a ſoft Tongue breaketh the Zone. 
Pro. 25. 15. Corrofives ſo adminiſtred, of which Nature Cor- 
reption is, may neverthelefs mollife the moit callous Temper: 
For whatever Arguments or Diffuaſives from Sin we offer 
to any, we have the.r Keaſon on out fide and againſt. — 
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ſelves; and perbaps-this was lald aſleep among ſenſuil Caref- 
ſes, and wanted but awakning and rouſing vp to come ram 
, Reflect ion and its Government again, But eſpecially this may 3 
| add Confidence to us, that ſuch our _ greateſt Benefactions, 
our endeavours of Love, working or ſtriking on their Minds 
outwardly; and as the influencings of the Holy Spirit with⸗ 
in are ſeldom wholly ſtifled, meeting theſe, the one with the 
other, the one exciting the other, both together may well 
nigh aſcertain and ſecure the Effect, can even ſcarce be reſi- 
ſted not at leaſt without great Violence. For ſo God has 

ſettled both the Adminiſtration of his Grace and Providence 

X in ſuch our Dependence oa one another, to convince us of our 
being but one Body in Chriſt, we but Parts of a whole; that 7 

by and with our Performance firſt, ſome inſtancè of Affe- 

Qion ſhown to our Brethren, and upon them, he acts and 

operates, and confers his Bleſſings of every Kind. So we are 

obliged to pray for one another, and by that AQ of ours, 
obtain divine Grice on one another, a more enlarged Mea- 
| ſure, and on our ſelves too, than would have been without ? 

that charitable Diſcharge on our Part, And this excellently 
ſerves to the increaſe of our Love, and our firmer Cement 

and Union together, that we may be more conjoy ned in Heart 
and Will; as we are all Members of one Head our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, and receive what we have, or will have, of Spi- 
ritval Life from him. | | a 
Now as Grace both incites to the vertuous laſtance, 
. and then more freely flows forth therewith ro the perfeck 

Habit, there being ſach harmonizing ou God's Part, of his 
. ſpecial Effects and Workings with our Charity, with what*8 
| ever we perform thence from that Iaſtinct or Principle, 8 
often ſee God triumphaatly concurring in our more embold? 
ned repulſes of Vice and Reprimands upon it, how he ſtrikes? 
down the impious Offender, how, he it muſt be, Subjects 
him under us, who, if there were nothing but humane in the 
Conteſt, would certainly inſolt us for our Ungenteelneſs, 
for our Rudeneſs in the World's Notioa. God often van? 
quiſhes the Devil before us in ſuch charitahle Attempts, 
chains up both his Might and his Malice for that time, to 
convince the poor Vaſſal, chat there is a prevailing Aid for 
his Reſcue, if he be but willing to quit his Luſts, 4nd bis 
Tyrant, aad joyn therewith, Lee indeed is thus often 
* | orgies, 
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Worercome, but alas not ſo diſpoſſeſs'd, none can do this for 
* another, their own intenſe Co-operation, ſtrong Reſolution, 
ond Combate and Conflict, in a long Proceſs carried on, muſt 
be the Means of, arid engaged to this effect. "FE 
And for preſent Conqueſts on the worſt of People, and to 
encovrage our ſtrenuous oppoſing ſuch in their wicked Cour ſes, 
and reproving and repreſenting thoſe what they are, with 
the good Conſequence this ray have, we read in the Scrip- 
tures, whence we may beſt, and ought on all Accounts to 
found our Behaviour, and fetch Examples, viz. what was 
done by Nathan, Elijah even on an Abab, not to mention the 
bother Prophets, the holy Apoſtles, and many beſides. But 
ſome may think to evade the Inſtances in this reſpect, by al- 
ledging theſe were Prophets, and ſpecially ſent with theſe 
& Meſlages, and aſſiſted for the Diſcharge : But, in Truth, all 
Men gre ſent with ſuch, or on this Errand, as 1 ſhall ſet forth 
"= afterwards; and as to the Aſſiſtance in it, | have obviated be- 
fore. A Prophet, becauſe of a more general Defection, had 
divine Orders and Revelations given him, to pull down and 
deſtroy, to build vp and to plant, iz. Sin and Vertue in the 
one reſpec and the other, and by declaring impending Judg- 
ments to enforce Repentance the more. This Part we all 
> know, that Judgments belong to an impenitent Courſe, that 
they naturally reſult from it, that they are bred and born in it, 
and would immediately fall upon it, there needs no inflicting, 
unleſs divine Mercy hinder'd the Proceſs, and broke the Fata- 
lity, and kept them off, This is the poſitive Act. And to ar- 
gue that none elſe are oblig'd to theſe Inſtances of withſtand - 
ing Sin, of Reproofs, and the like, one may as well maintain 
that Charity is not eniverſally a Duty, or. incumbent on al, 
2 A Prophet was little better furniſhed on this Account, than 
amy belides, fince we have the Advantage of the inſpired Wri- 
i tings. He was diſtinguiſh'd, indeed, from other People, and 
for their Benefit, by Viſions and PrediQions, diſplay d, as it 
were, on the Surface of his Mind; but others, with ref) 
to the Centre, and what paſſes there, might as deeply be poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Habits of Religion, as he, to whom nevertheleſs 
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Jod did not vouchſafe, where the Reaſon might not be, ſuch 
5 1 Notices or Views. Thus we may obſerve the prevalency or 
5 WE fucceſs, that ſeaſonable inter poſing and reſtraints · upon Sin, 
* under proper Qualiſications, may probably have, if not al- 

K | . - _ ways, 
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ways, yet not ſo ſeldom, that we ſhould thi 
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nk our ſel ves diſpel 

ſed with at any time to intermit them. "= 
And, which is the 4th Particular, this lays an*Obligatian 
on all, to be poſſeſſed of ſuch Zeal; to be armed with it, ani 


which to be exerted in their ſeveral Spheres, the Demonſtrgs 
tion of which is evident. If it be our Obligation to loye God, 
our Creator, our Redeemer, the ſanQifying Spirit proceeds 
ing from both, the moſt one complete undivided Being, ith 


three diſtin& Subſiſtences, who every one, not only with re- 


. gard to our firſt Exiſtence, the great Endowments beſtowed upon 


us, the highReſemblance, the fair Copy of the Deity we then were; but 
when we had caſt off and defaced theſe, had alſo a ſeveral Part 


in our Redemption, or the recovering us to theſs again. If M 


be our Duty to love God, (which after the recital before, 
think needs no Proof) and his ſo impair'd Image Man, then 
be ſure ſo inhaunced this Love, what it ſhould be, in its utmoſt 
Effort, we muſt by all proper Methods we are capable of, vigs 
dicate any Indigoities offered him, and aftoniſhing it is, from 


a Worm, from a Nothing in it felt, produc'd and ſuſtain'd in 
him and by him, that has nought but his turned againſt him; 
every preſumptuous Behaviour towards him, every = 
on his Laws and Sovereignty, every bold Treatmeat of his 


bleſſed Name, and in a moſt hearty Deteſtation thereof, as 


Compaſſion for the poor guilty Souls, both reſcue them, if 


poſlible, and put a ſtop to the abominable Evil, with the eter 


nal Torments and Miſery that inſeparably attend it, where the 
Application of Chriſt's Blood does not intervene, where a tit 
Repentance,thro? his Grace and Merits, does not break the Chain. 


We, I mean, every one ſtand obliged to diſcharge this Love 


of God, this Charity to our Brethren, which is even the highs! 
eſt Inſtance thereof, as the Benefit relates to their nobleſt Parp,? 
and which every one can diſcharge ſome way, viz. beſtow a 


wholſom  Connſel vpon them, where, whether it be a- ſingle* 
act of Sin with its deadly Iafluence neverthelzſs, ſo tending ta 
impair the Modeſty of their Minds, ſo ever debilitating the? 


reſtraints within; or even a formed Habit of ſuch, endeavoug 
at leaſt by this Means, gentle Admonitions, if we be poſſeſſec 
of no other, to hinder the Commiſſion, or ſuppreſs the ill 


Practice for the time to come, and intercept their Career rod 
endleſs Ruine, this Charity claims of us. And indeed the? 


Charity goes farther, and We the Claim is ſtronger up- 
5 3. 2, - . ons 
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en 15 fo Infections, and bas an- the Rhetorick 5 
Vorrupt Nature, Fancy and all on its Side, wiz: to ſtop it in 
its firſt ruprion,. Which might otherwiſe ſo propagate the 
EPlagne-ſore., Every one ſtands thus obliged according to the 
© Meaſure of the Talent he's entruſted with, and moltly to 
this Purpoſe in the Sphere he is. 5 | . 
WW This lies more diſtiqguiſbly on the Clergy, tis their ſpe- 
cial Buſineſs they are called, and they dedicate. themſelves 
W” thereto, and ſo more aggravated Woes attend them, if they ' 
= anſwer it not in their conſtant Pious Admonitions and Do- 
= &rine as Occaſion offers, in the more religious Tenour of — 
their Lives; with Gravity always, fo engaging Seriouſneſs 
ſeor the advantage of Edifying, ſo checking every thing lade- 
cent or Diſorderly ; and to evince their Self-denial, what 
it is within, reſtraining themſelves from all Inſtances, which 
common Opinion charges with.Levity, or which are not ſo 
= removed, as the Pattern they ſhould be, from the confines 
of Sin, and perhaps too alluring Inducements to it. 
= And Magiſtrates alſo of what order ſoever Higher or Low- 
er, who according to God's eſpecial Appointment, and with 
his Delegation, have ſuch a Superiority of Station and Power 
inveſted in them, to this very end for the coercing of noto- 
rious Wickedneſs, when private Admonitions Jooſe their 
Effect, by open and perſonal CorreQions and Puniſhments ; 
= which may happily conquer an inveterate Obduracy, and ob- 
tain what the other could not. Theſe, if they neglect ſuch 
their ſolemn Part in redreſſing the Diſorders and the Miſe- 
FE ries of Mankind; and thro” their Supineneſs, aſſuming the Ho- 
nour but not the Office, or thro' their own Vices, which 
muſt hinder their laflicting, what is due thereto, on others - 
if theſe, ſo betraying their high: Charge ſuffer Sin with its 
uſual Fertility, like the worſt of Herbs, ro grow up and 
ER ſpread it ſelf uncogtrouled ; their Caſe muſt be intolerable, 
Sh [+ = # our great Redeemer comes to fit on his univerſal Tri- 
8; tial, and return every Man his Works upon him; that 


* with their Authority they have not mended the World, but 
vpermitted it to go on according to its Genius, ſtill to a more 

wieked and wretched State: And not to lay this on ſome to 
te indemnifying of others, this dreadful Remark concerns 
WE ail Pcople leſs or more. 


Indeed 


= ="Tadecd'one wontd wonder, it is ſo contradictions, We 
deſperare hardineſs, as to thoſe acquainted with the Precepti 
of Religion, Even carried up to the example in God; and with 
his Sanction upon them; not only that ſame ſhould ſink into 
quite contrary courſes, and withal ſo,derogatory to the high 
excellency of their own beigg, but that any can ſee ſuch Conor 
ſes and Practices without the utmoſt concera to apply the rer 
medy that poſlibly is on their Part. Can. one ſee a Drunkard. 
- Firſt Guilty beyond the Beaſts as to the means, and as then? 
ſo having changed his differencing intelle& from them into a 
degree below their Inſtin&s;. or a Sabboth-Breaker as Sottiſn 
in his right Senſes, not owning any Dependence on God or 
Homage to him; or an Impudent and Prophane Swearer, 
ſporting with the Infinite Majeſty of Heaven, and daring his 
Vengeance, even by Unaccountable Execrations on himſelf; * 
or an Animal of the lewd Tribe, whetherſoever ſex it be im- 
merſed in ſenſuality, and bound with the Strongeſt Bands 
thereof, which indeed has its Puniſhment more immediately 
following, but ſeldom ſanative of the mind; can one ſee theſe? 
Deplorable Wretches, any of them, and not be ſtruck with® 
Horror firſt, and then Commiſeration and a forcible impulſe ts 
do whatever we are able to bring them again into the Humane 
Creation, and recover them to a ſenſe of God and themſelves? 
Doubtleſs even the Heathen Morality, much more-the noble 
Goſpel Scheme, I ſay the Heathen Morality, more the Di&ate of 
Nature,as diſciplined by uncertain Philoſophy ſometimes hitting? 
on truth, ſometimes widely miſſing it, more ſuch, than the® 
effect of Grace or a light thence, as not being attained in re- 
1lyance thereon or the faith thereof, this would engage one 
againſt ſuch Impieties, and to Redreſs them, if one any ways 
could; and one may conclude, if we find no emotions in our 
Spirits on theſe occaſions, and to this Purpoſe, that our Chri- 
ſtianity ſtands ſhort of that, and of the Examples which thence? 
may be Produced. | . Ja * 
For in the Fifth. Place this as attained and Practiſed, this 
ſtemming and ſtopping the torrent of Vice, as our diſpoſed» 
neſs is thereto, is the teſt to our ſelves as well, as to others, 
of our State and Progreſs in Religion, leſs or more. Charity 
in its full Comprehenſion and Latitude, the Love of God and 
our Neighbour is both the ground, and the whole of Religion, 
every ſeveral Duty, we ara to expreſs, centers there and de- 
, | f . a e 
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ver thence. And 25 Love is an inward ferrour, of the nature 
I Fire, with its Light too, it muſt needs, cven with regard 
Who fuch its double Activity, manifeſt it ſelf in proper Inſtances, 
wording to the Meaſore that is in the Heart, or a Prin- 
* there, if it be there at all. If therefore that be our 

zence, a numbaeſs in our Spirits with reſpect to the 

gion, and its ſapport, no +. wr but about ſome 

putes that enter not the 805i, but nevertheleſs 
4 to its farther depraving; no ſtirring of 
ad inward, a Life within, viz. Fer- 
intaining and propagating of theſe ; 
Honour of God, with the 
he Minds, and influeg- 
| n conſequence to, ſo the 
48 both preſent and eter- 
nal; if we find nothing of all this, when we are Speckators 
of, or Converſant with ſome of the Extravagancies of ſen- 
| ance and deformity, a 

ny inſtance of Wic- 
ad to Re- 


ag now if we want Zeal, that is, if we be deſtitute of 
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s; as thro' or from whi 
that is pleaſing to him, or rewardable by him. Indeed one 
may expreſs, rhe ſame outward material Ads of Vertue or 
| chigios, on other Motives with other Re ards, of fecular *'| 
Advantage, Eſteem among Men, and the like ; but theſe, 
© where the intention was not to him, God no ways accounts 
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3 of, they have the Recompence in the Deſign the Perſon had, 
= who ſo performed them, even tho? he be defeated thereof: 
7 Svch empty Propoſals we o kr well to ſecure our ſelves againſt 


| in all our Actions, or elſe the loſing the reward of them 1 
14 f ; | the 
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the only Conſequence, or the worſt that will follow. * 1688 
then we want Zeal the inward enforcing of this Principle, 
viz, the Love of God to the diſcountenancing and repreſſing 
of Sin, and what reflects Diſhonour upon him. 3 
There are other Conſiderations, which if duly weighed,” 
/ ſhould even on the ſcore of delivering our ſelves, have their 
efficacy thereto. We may participate and be under 
the Guilt and ſevere Account of the Sins of others, tho' thro". 3 
no acceſſion of ours to the Commiſſion, tho' we had no Con- 
currence in them, tho? the ſhameful Act. was or be over be- 
fore our knowledge thereof; we may nevertheleſs be nuder 
their Guilt, and after ſome, Meaſure incurr the Puniſhment 
belonging to them; as either by leſſeuiug and miciguing the 
Offence, not honeſtly repreſenting it with reſpect to its Rind. 
or the Circumſtances in which it was done, varniching ic 
over with counterfeit Colours, or offering Salvoes for it, 
and ſo pretluding the Compunction that maſt found and ſup- 
port, and be the firſt ſtirring to Repentance ; ſo flattering. ? 
the unhappy Vaſlals to Death, ſo upholding and ſtrengthen- 
ing them in their Wickedneſs. Thus we read of the falſe 7 
Prophets among the Fews, palliating the many Enormities of 
the People, or by their evaſive Interpretations, even exemp- 
ting thoſe from the Notion of ſuch, but they were ever ins * 
_ volved in the Vengeance denounced againſt them; and we may 
jaſtly ſuppoſe in an equal Degree, as be who is ſo much Sins 
Advocate, to furniſh Arguments for it, who. perſwades con- 
cerning it, any Inſtance thereof, that tis but little or none, 
who juſtifies it after a certain Manner, cannot be thought., 
tho every one has a faithful Monitor ja bis Breaſt, that wil 
ever tell him Truth, and adviſe him right, if duly conſulted, 
whether we call this natural Conſcience, or the Grace of the 
Redeemer placed there again immediately after Adam's Sid 
or Fall; he who extenuates any Fault or Treſpaſs perſwading 
it to be little, the? every one is bleſſed with ſuch a Moni-⸗ 
tor, and muſt rebel againſt this when he commits it, he ca- 
not be thought to be much leſs in the Guilt, than the Actor 
himſelf. - Again we ere chargeable with the Faults of 
others, if we connive at, if we conceal them, and uſe- nor 
firſt our ſelves, and which being ineffectual, procure them 
the Benefit of all thoſe Methods, that a wiſe Legiſlation has 
appointed to tetiieve ſuch Profilgates if poſſible, or ſer Bound 
1 N 3, to 
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d their impious Contſes; 1 ſay the benefit of thoſe Methods, 
Hor tho' it be a moſt wretched Folly, a ſtupidity one would 
believe, a thiaking Creature in its formal Being could not 
arrive at, that any ſhould have leſs Apprehenſion, leſs Senſe 
oa their Minds at the notice of God and his Inflictions, 
When they act or ſtand guilty of any ill Behaviour, than they 
bhhave or maintain with regard to Men on either of theſe 
Accounts; yet as fuch is the Caſe, legal Sufferings with the 
= Shame. accompanying them may have their avail, and bring 
them into a Thought of the long miſerable entail of Sin, which 
they now Experience ſome part of, and awaken them into 
proper and due Reflections God-wards, and ſo the Work 
however begun, at laſt may attain and proceed on a right 
Principle, WIE, | po Gy. 
Thus we may be obnoxious for other Men's Offences, o- 
= ther Men's Impieties, if we ſtop not the Proceſs, if we en- 
deavour not to repreſs them, and reform the vicious Inclina- 
tion and Temper every way we are able, with every Faculty 
= given us, on every Opportunity put into our Hands, nay 
even ſought after too. Ohthen ! why ſhould we venture, why 
mould we expoſe our ſelves to ſuch large Indictments in ano- 
ther World, and forfeit our Salvation at leaſt in Degree, for 
= not promoting that of our Brethren, tho' that the means of ours 
alſo. Have we not ſcore enough of our own Sins, of our looſe 
= Imaginations, of our wandring Thoughts, when we pretend, 
© deluding one another, to imploy theſe entirely on God, 
eren when we addreſs him, for his moſt important Vouch- 
ſafements, for Pardon and Grace; which if not afforded, the 
one ſuſpended, the other denyed, we periſh etrnally; and 
vet even then ſo requeſting, on theſe Accounts, pot into 
Competition with him our Nothings, our Mammon, and at 
lleaſt divide our Hearts ſo. Theſe are repeated at our beſt 
times, when we come to atone for our other Treſpaſſes, 
BY what more we have purely Perſonal, and our own, the mo- 
tive from none, the incentive in our ſelves, we cannot but 
well perceive and know, viz. corrupt Nature as it is in us, 
if we way ſo ſay, maſtering the Holy Spirit of God, who 
can do every thing, in us and by us, conquer every Luſt, 
© bring forth every Vertue, thro” our willing Obedience; but 
can attain no effect of this Kind, or which is Moral, in a 
tree Creatuce without ſuch its Conformity with him, which, 
. ; | 3 <M 4 
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alaſs, we have been ſo wanting to afford. Nay notwitſtan? 
ding we have ſuch a Conqueror with us, bnt requiring our 
concourſe for the Effect, by whom we every where might 3 
ſubje& corrupt Nature, till reſiſting it into a gradual Abate- 
ment of its Force; yet 1 where it is complexionly 
fuch, we have commonly foſtered it till Habit be with it, 
and even Habit permitted, more without Apology, in o- 
ther Reſpects. And are not theſe Offences ſufficient, ſo 
numerous as they are, but we muſt transferr, and bring 
thoſe of others into the Account? Let this then have its 
weight with us, to ſet our beſt endeavours againſt Sin, to its 
Suppreſſion, to the. reclaiming and, releaſing of the miſerable 
Captives, wherever we meet the walking Phantom, the mon- 
ſtrous Sight. Sys © — 9 
But there is another thing that deſer ves our Thoughts, and 
ſhould as ſtrenuouſly engage the, whole of our Power, and 
what we poſſibly can contribute this Way; and that is the 
Cala mities that follow Sin, with their diffuſiveneſs and uni- 
verſal Spread, whereof it is the natural productive Cauſe, 
and which one may ſay it contains in its Womb. Man is the 
Epitome and Centre of this World, and when he depraved 
himſelf thro' Sin, when he admitted Sin into him, it imme- 
diately darkried his better Faculties, mightily impaired the 
native Perſpicacity, the own Diſcernment that was given 
ſuch his Faculties; beſides that it deprived him of the Divine 
Enligbtning in them, till God thro? his Son beſtowed that or 
his Son on them again, but which never could be diſplay'd in 
that Clarity, becauſe of ſuch perverſneſs of Will, and as a- 
mong ſuch thick ſteams of Senſe, as before; and it likewiſe 
brought an opace groſs Body on his Heavenly, and on his 
Minde, and changed whatever related to him or was made 
for him into a like dusky Frame, deriving its poyſonons Ef- 
feft and Influence into thoſe alſo. The Diſorder was ſuch 2} 
which this brought into nature and the ſyſtem of Things, that 
let the Philoſophers ſay what they will, Corruption is at 
reſent their inbred Motion, their Tendency is only to Diſ- 
Folotion and a Chaos again: This they would fall into, un- 
leſs even after a forcible Manner they were preſerved by 
their firſt Architect, unleſs they conſiſted in him, and were up- 
beld by. the Word of bis Power, as a ſurer Authority than theirs 


informs us. (Col. 1, 17.) Heb. 1. 44.) 
atori (Col, 1,17.) K 0 Now. 
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Now if Sin was attended with all this Conſequence, if 

ic produced, or was the cauſe of ſach direful Effects, even 

in the perfect ſtate of Things; what can we expect under 
fuch its Ruins, when at has got ſuch large Poſſeſſion of the 
Minds of Men, captivated their Affections to it, as to the far 
greater Numbers, and holds them ſo falt in its alluring. Bon- 
dage; when tis ſo Reigning and Extenſive, has fo vanqui- . I, 
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med Religion, its gentle Calls and Diſſwaſives within, which 
= are the good Ground for thoſe without to be received into: 
And when alſo our Bleſſed Saviour, as ſo many among us 
= have hardened themſelves againſt the Effects of his Grace, 
nad dared his Judgments, is ſo provoked to withdraw his 
S fiſtaining Might; what can we expect, if bis little Flock, the 
far ſmaller Party of good People, whom he has ſuch regard to, 
and *tis theſe that prevail with him to carry on his providen- 
= tial Care, to continue his Supports of ruinovs Nature, fo 
are-the Profligate and the Wicked indebted to them ; if theſe 
did not charitably imploy themſelves and the Capacities he 
has given them, to oppoſe the over-flowing Deluge of Sin, 
eſpecially in this great City where all its Arts, all its Myſte- + 
ries are ſo well Learnt; and both by wholeſom Admonitions 
and the compulſion of Laws vpon them, and their own con- 
formable Examples, ſomething awaken thoſe pityable Miſ- 
creants, thro' Shame or Sufferings, to attend the Divine 
Whiſers in their Minds, or ſuppoſſng theſe ſtifled, to prevent 
the Contagion on others from them? | 3 
If chere were not ſuch a Check on the progreſs of Sin and 
its fatal Conſequences; and ſuch a motive on our gracious 
Redeemer {till to protract his Divine Interpoſal and his Long- 
Suffer ing, this root of Evil, this pregnant Cauſe even of the 
phy ſical Kinds thereof, this infecting Malignity far and Wide, 
having only its original in Man, and deriving from hin, 
would break forth into Plagues and Peſtilences, would kin- 
dle a Fire from Men's vnhallowed Luſts and Paſſions, hence | 
would the Flames begin, and burn vp the Earth with 
whatever is vpon it. As the Prophet tells us, Mieledneſi 
karnith as a Fire, (Iſa. , 18.) and St. James expreſſes this 
more fully, tbe Tongue, that is the malicious Words it utters, 
and the principle is the Heart thence thoſe proceed, and ſuch 
my ic ſelf is, the Tongue is a Fire, and ſetteth on Fire the courſe of 
Laure, (Chap. 3. 6.) but God would then ſecpre his Righ- 
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teous Ones. This, iz, Wickednefs or sin is the Aboming- ® 


tion of Deſolation, or which maketh deſolate. 1:8 
lam perſwaded, I think it capable of Demonſtration, that 
every Affliction we labour under; Famines, Sickneſſes, Wars 
tis evident, and even which we ſtile natural Ev ils, are the 
genuine Off- ſpring and Deſcendants of Sin; and God's In- 
[tance at proper Seaſons is only Negative, bis not Over- 
ruling, not hindring the Proceſs, tho? none be ſure but muſt 
own Miracles of this Kind alſo; l ſpeak for the moſt part. 
But ſtil} it is the ſame thing, as if God inflicted theſe Judg- 
ments, they come or are permitted at the Times, and on 
the Opportunities that his Wiſdom ſees fit; only as he de- 
clares, that he delights not in our Sufferiogs, has #0 Plea- 
ſure in the Death, however this accepted, of Sinners; ſuch 
Scenes ſeem not ſo chargeable on his poſitive Act, not ſo 
agreeable to his only opperative attribute of Goodneſs, not 
of a ſimilary Kind or Nature, like Effeas and Cauſe. But 
' nevertheleſs when ſuch Calamities are commiſſioned upon vs, 
we are as much concerned to pray to God in the Exercife of 
a ſincere and earneſt Repentance, that he would reſtrain, 
that he would bind vp the curſed Malignity again, we fo 4 
endeavouring to remove it from our Hearts, aud when that 
is done, acknowledge it to him, and preſent and offer bim 
our devouteſt Thanks. 1 12 eh 
Now is not every one obliged, faithfully uſing the means 
he has, to keep off ſuch Calamities, or render them mort. * 
moderate, or procure a more baſty-period to them, by re- 
moving that whereof theſe are the Fruits or fuppreflipg its 
growth, that it bring forth no more? Would one be a Party 
in bringing on theſe outſide Deſtructions, on the Bodies of 
People, on our own. or on our ſelves likewiſe, ſa miſcrabl 
to conclude this temporal Life in the midſt of it; and be 
liable alſo on this Account to ſeverer Suffer ings afterwards? 
Nay ſhall we deprive poor thoughtleſs Offenders, if our Ver- 
tues were advanced to the perfect Habit, if theſe ſtood at the 
height, and we needed no farther Progreſs or Improvement, 
which alaſs is not the Caſe neither? Shall we deprive thafe = 
of the fpace of Repentance, while we no ways adminiſter 
- thereto, but permit Sin to its neceſſary Effects, which it only 
Produces, which God ſo diſawns, which has been the long 
Labour of his Love, every way poſſible with his reaſonable 
3 C 2 | Creatures 
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Creatures, to bear down and hinder, and we ſo ſtand an- 
= fwerable-ro Murder too in its highelt Inſtance with reſpect 


to their Souls ? 


0h let us not ſo diſregard our Brethrer, in Nature, com- 
ſt, tho? at preſent 
they reject it, Opportunity may bring forth a better Effect, 


prized alſo with us in the Ranſom of Chri 


they may poſſibly be ſerious and think, and 'tis but that, af- 


| terwards: Let us not ſo diſregard them, and their Miſeries, 


which by that means will come on the World, in no ſmall 
Meaſure now lying vpon it, and is and ſtill muſt be our 
Portion with them; but demonſtrate our Compaſſion to- 


wards them, which nevertheleſs is ſo depreciated,” where 


after ſuch a manner ourſelves are concerned, by imploying 
our beſt Endeavours in the Station allotted us, and which is 
no more than the diſcharging our bounden Duty, and the right 
Proſecuting our own Intereſt, to put a ſtop to this worſt, 
but ſo prevailing malady of Sin, this fruitful parent of all Evils, 
to drive it back to its firſt Fomenter with the Torments at- 
tending it, be they his own and his Hell likewiſe; and re- 


trieve and eſtabliſh our pure Chriſtianity with the atone true 


Happineſs, of which it is the Ground, "| - | 
Then would Love diffuſe its Bleſſed-Enjoyments, then we 


| ſhould not matter a difference of Opinion, where the com- 


man and right Faith is entertained, and where we found the 
evidences of Probity were. Then would our ſtrong Conten- 
tions ceaſe, which plainly argue, while as ſo maintain'd even 
by the more Diſtinguiſning and better Sort, free from other 
Scandal, that Religion among us is no more than a Profeſſion 
only, not a vital Principle, not a living DiQtate of Divine 
Grace in our Souls. Whom then ſhall we find to reſiſt and 
repreſs the large ſpred Evil, and be an Obſtacle to the fatal 
Events from it? None but thoſe Who eſpecially mind the in- 


wurd ground, the Heart, and Religion and Piety, where theſe 


truly and ſavingly are, there, And the more diligent ſnculd 
ſoch be to controul Tniquity and ſuch its fatal Miſchiefs, with 
which it labours ro the Birth, and fo naturally brings Forth, 


as the charitable Work more lyes upon them, and can be 


more effeQually acquitted by them. One great Offender re- 


Proving another, It we could ſuppoſe the Inſtance, and yer 


it may be with Reſpect to different Vices, would ſignify 
nothing to the cauſe of Vertue, and the re-eſtabliſhing or Ob- 
FIT | taining 
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taining of that, ſeeing Recrimination, ſo the common Re- 
turn, ſo diſingenuous, would fruſtrate the Effect, and rather 
add a Defence, and give a ſtrengthning to the ill Practice 
from the Example on the other ſide. So innocent ſhould thoſe 
be, ſo ſecure from being retorted upon, who ſtand up againſe 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs, who appear in maintenance of 
our holy Religion and the Faith thereof. 
And indeed referring it to us all, we ſhould be more en- 
gag'd in this Work (as declar'd in the firſt Part of this Diſ- 
courſe) thro? or from our Zeal towards God, than whether 
for preventing our own Miſeries, or the aſcertaining and ſe- 
curing our Advantage; .viz. to preſerve the Honour due to 
him, that his Word and his Name be not prophaned, that his 
Statutes he has given us, and his Threatnings he has as graci- 
ouſly added thereto, when Love could not bind us to our Da- 
ty, and the Means of our Communion with him, which Love, 
in its return on our ſide, would influence Obedience in every 
thing, would never reſiſt him or rebel againſt him; but this 
Love is generally loſt, as the alone true Object thereof chang- 
ed for an Idol, ſome worldly Vanity and Allurement or other; 
I ſay, that his Statntes and his Threatnings ſhould not be con- 
temned and ſet at nought, that his adorable Majeſty be juſtly 
acknowledged in the tranſcendent Attributes or Perfections 
belonging thereto, in his Benefits to uswards; and that an 
humble Fear of him, and awful Reverence be ever maintain'd, 
and as we are able, deriv'd on and into the Spirits of Men. 
The Demonſtration of his Regard and Affection to us, from 
the Enterprize and Sufferings of our Saviour Chriſt, ſhould 
render our Glorifying bim, and our Concern for tbis, dearer 
to us than we are to our ſelves, more the Object of our De- 
fires, than any Advantage of ours, but which cannot be ſepa- 
rate from our higheſt Advantage, however ſuch our Diſpoſi- 
tion ſhould be. | 
The Primitive Chriſtians well declaring ſuch their fervent 3 
Zeal and Piety for peſerving Religion pure, that nothing of 
what may ſometimes be turned into a blaſpfeming of God be 
ſuffered with ir, infoin'd certain Penances with the Authority 
of our Saviour's laſtitution as to the main, on profligate Of- 
fenders in their ſeveral Degrees, either to be undergone with 
Reproof and Exhortation in the Places of their joint and pub- 
lick Worſhip; or the Parties to be excluded from that Privi- 
* lege. 
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lege. And theſe, 1ſt, Reprehenſion or Admonition, could 
not but ſuch have more Force upon them, from the Solemnity 
every py as perform'd in God's more eſpecial Preſence with 
bis faith | Peo le, Fan in his Service, participa- 
ting of his Bleſſings tfereupon ; and by one called and conſe- 
erated of God to that Office, and fo repreſentatively and to 
the more exciting, of a pious Dread, (Pn iro him, Ad. 
ding to which, the Shame, the Confuſion, that an Aſlembly 
= of devout Perſons, tho! ever compaſſionating them, and pray- 
ing for them, as the manner was, muſt raiſe in them; and 
the Efficacy this alſo muſt have, even with regard to the na- 
tara} workings of our Thovghts and Mind, to their more 
heightned Compunction and Repentance. Bur then which we 
cannot believe, as to the whole ſo ſerious acting, and in an- 
mer to ſoch united Prayers, a freer Diſpenſation of Grace 
= concurring, the holy Spirit impreſſing on all this. Whence 
EReproofs and Advices thus given, this way, have the Advan- 
rage of all others, and may be concluded of molt avail to the 
W reclaiming of Offenders, to the begetting in them a true Pe- 
nitence, and an earneſt Purpoſe of a contrary and new Life, 
| And the excluding the more Obſtinate, from their both reli- 

tous Meetings and their ordinary Converſe, as this not only 
| 5 Shame, the higheſt Shame, but Suffer ings too in many 
= reſpets, they becoming thus deſolate Wanderers, and like 
8 Perſons of old, ſeparate for Leproſy, this often was as opera- 
tire to the fore mention'd End, rn 6 
But other Means are requiſite, and other Hands to engage 
== in the Service of Vertve, to repulſe Vice, and if not change 
and recover its unhappy. Votaries, drive it into its Obſcurity, 
that it inte& not the leſs conſtaar, that it offend not the more 
= confirmed ; Fellow-helpers are needed to diſcharge the fa in- 
= combeor Duty on all. And great Encouragement is given by 
bor excellent Sovereign to the Diſcharge, She js not only emi- 


1 nently exemplary in her own perſonal Vertus and Piety (and 
9 © without this firſt@none will eſpouſe that Intereſt abroad) but 
| | | me affords her Roysl Authority in every thing, to propagate 
j + ſich her own Habit in others, viz, Vertue and Piety, and 
1 render theſe Reputable and National, as much as ſhe can, rea- 
daily concurring with every Deſign to this Purpoſe, and can» 
tributing the Aids of her high Station to the bleſſed Event, 


8 that her People, every one of them, may communicate with 
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her in the Happineſs, that only reſults from, that is the alone 
product of a religions Courſe, which ſhe ſo experiences in her 
on Breaſt; and enſure God's Bleſſings of every ſort upon us 
all, as well inward as outward, both thoſe aſcribable to his 
Grace and his Providence. She has iſſu'd forth her Royal Pro- 

clamations in this Cauſe of God, and it wonld be (to cou 
„ clude with a freſh Argument) an high Diſobedience, may 1 
not call it a Breach of Allegiance to her derivative Majeſty, 
as well as to his the Supreme, not to comply therewith the ut- 
moſt we are able, uſing the more Goſpel-Methods firſt, that 
allows nothing of outward Force, that is whoHy a Diſpenſa- 
_ tion of Love, and proceeds by inlinuating into the Heart, and 
- inward Motive on the Principle it ſelf, where the Change muſt 
be made, or nothing is done, viz. gently reprebend, admoniſh; > 
adviſe. But thoſe ſcandalous and harden'd, that are. Proot * 
againſt theſe, who ſtand in Defiance of all Sovereignty of Hea» 
ven and Earth, who, in the Expreſſion of an Heathen Prince, 
will not do the Law of God, and the Law of the King, (Ezra 7. 
27.) thoſe are to be brought to the Shame and the Puniſhment, : 
++ which the Laws of each, ſpeaking with reſpe& to our Legi- 
llature, have enacted or ordained. And this is the laſt, and 
certainly a main reſtraining of Sin, and abſolutely neceſſary 
in the Senſe and Example of all Mankind, who have formed 
themſelves into Civil Communities for this purpoſe. A State 
of Nature, as ſome ſpeak, where that is left to its ſelf, where” 
its Corruptions are let looſe, and without Conſinement, af- 
fords us the moſt miſerable Idea that can be, even indeed that 
of Hell. And if Laws ſo generally be thought of ſuch Expe- 
diency to be made, not to fetch the Inſtitution from God and 
the Moſaic Code, then queſtionleſs none can Object againſt 2 
the bringing and applying them to their deſign'd Uſe,. and 
Men religiouſly joyning together for this Intent. And if an 
do ſo Object, as to the ground of which I ſhall offer no Con- 
jectures, 1 am apt to believe, if they be indned with any. © 
competency of Thought or Reaſon, that will contradict them 
in their own Breaſts, If there ſhould poſſibly be Faults in the 
Management, that will not be allowed with wiſe Men to a ® 
diſproval of what is juſtly founded, and that has its Teſti- 
monial in its due and diſcreet Conduct; nor can it ſore be 
blame-worthy, or deſerve the Account of inſignificant, or of 
Phariſaical pretending to extraordinary Saactity above others, 
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to diſtharge that by mutual Endeavours or Societies, which 
for ſuch mutual and united Endeavours; Vice is manifold, and 
there are numerous Retainers to every ſeveral Species of it. 
That therefore we may perform our whole Chriſtian Duty, 
Day from us, let me ſhut up the whole in the Apoſtle's Words 
and Prayer. 


is every one's Obligation ſingly to perform, and which calls 
what in any regard lies on us, and will be required at the laſt 


Hieb. 13. 20, 21. Now the God of Peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepberd of the Sheep, 
' thro? the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make us perfect in every 


WY good Work to do bis Will working in us that which is well-pleaſing 
i fight, thro Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be Glory for and 
We ever. Amen, . | 


Fe Inſtitution of an Holy Life; Containing Directions for 
Pending the Lord's Day; With private Devotions, and a Medita» 
ion for the ſame : Alſo a Daily Office of Private Devotion for the 
_ Cloſet, To which is added, A Form of Morning and Evening 


| Prayer, to be uſed in Families. Collected out of the Common- 
peer; With an Office for the Sick. Price 6 d. Printed for 
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